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By Ryan Zimmerman-Weaver

SPORTS

• Call it the end of an
era. After 11 seasons and
three Super Bowl titles,
future hall of fame
quarterback Troy Aikman
and the Dallas Cowboys
have decided to part ways.
The Cowboys waived
Aikman Wednesday
afternoon to save the $7
million roster bonus the
Cowboys owed the aging
QB was by Friday. A
number of teams, including
San Diego, are interested
in the 34-year-old Aikman.

n American

Schools take steps to protect students
The Pan American

• An eighth-grade girl
is in police custody after
shooting a fellow Roman
Catholic student during
. lunch in Williamsport, Pa
on Wednesday. The
victim was shot in the
right shoulder and was
sent to the Williamsport
Hospital where she was
listed in stable condition.
The two girls, who both
knew each other, were
involved in an ongoing
feud, according to
Lycoming County District
Attorney Tom Marino.
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Recent shootings in public
schools have raised concerns in
the Valley and people asking
what school districts are doing to
protect the students.
"School violence is not an
issue that is of concern," said
Ruben Ayala, McAllen ISD assis
tant Chief of Police. "We have

five police officers in each high
school campus, and some at each
middle school in the city."
The McAllen ISD consistsof
four high schools, six middle
schools, and nineteen elementary
schools with an average of 1,900
students at each high school.
"By being very strict with
dressing and grooming, we feel
that curbs violence," said Mario
Salinas, principal of Edinburg

North High School. "The kids
know we don't tolerate [acts of
violence]. We really don't have
no lock downs or anything like
that."
Edinburg North High School
employs three counselors and a
full-time social worker, but
ENHS does not offer anger man
agement courses for the students.
"If the kid turns out wrong, it's
the responsibility of the parents,"

said Alma Martinez, mother of
three and native of Brownsville.
"If the kid is not brought up
right... it's not the school's
fault."
None of the recent shootings
have taken place on universities,
but a shooting at South Texas
Community College in Spring
1998 caused UTPA police to take
preventive measures.
See VIOLENCE page 4

Most Hidalgo County homeowners
have computers, UTPA survey finds
Special to The Pan American
Nearly half of Hidalgo County
housholds have a home computer
and more than 75 percent of
those home computer owners are
connected to the Internet,
according to a recent survey by
the Center for Survey Research
at UTPA
Mexican American households
in Hidalgo County are less likely
than Anglo households to have a
computer, 40 percent to 60 per
cent, respectively. There also are
similar ethnic differences in
computer use at school and pub
lic libraries, but not in the work
place.
Overall, Hidalgo County com
puter use mirrors the rest of the
country, based on a recent
national study.
"The Rio Grande Valley seems
very representative of the 'wired'
national community," said Dr.
Robert D. Wrinkle, director of
the Center for Survey Research
and political science professor.
"Some might have expected
Valley households to lag further
behind the national averages, but
instead, they are quite close to
national norms."
Of Hidalgo County households
with a computer, most have more
that one computer, though there
is also widespread use at work,
school and public libraries, pri
marily for Internet access.

More than 90 percent of the
county's Internet home connec
tions are with a national
provider, the survey found.
A majority of Internet use is
for e-mail frequently or daily,
compared to nearly 43 percent
for research related to school or
hobbies.
By comparison, a recent
national survey by The Pew
Internet and American Life
Project found 56 percent of all
adults have Internet access, with
16 million new users going
online in just the last six months
of 2000. Fory-five percent of all
children under 18 have access, or
more than 30 million.
There are disparities in income
and age, though. An estimated 82
percent of households with more
than $75,000 annual income now
have Internet access, according
to the survey, but only 38 percent
for households earning less than
$30,000. Also, 75 percent of
people age 18- 29 have access,
compared to 15 percent for those
65 and older.
The Hidalgo County computer
and Internet use survey was con
ducted for the UTPA Cross
Border Institute for Regional
Development (CBIRD). CBIRD
is a strategic effort designed to
strengthen infrastructures, create
new technologies and build pub
lic-private partnerships benefitSee SURVEY page 8
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Junior Eve Nickelson returns a lob during a match against
Laredo Community College Tuesday afternoon in Edinburg.

Injury claims student's life
By Eladio Jaimez

The Pan American

Lisa Veronica Uresti, 22, passed
away Wednesday afternoon at
Valley Baptist Medical Center
from injuries sustained to the

head after a head-on collision on
Expressway 83 early Friday
morning.
Uresti will be remembered by
family and friends for her gen
erosity and desire to help everySee USA page 9
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Communication important and crucial when
establishing a stable parent-child relationship
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It has been a while since we've had a public
school shooting.
The recent shooting in Southern California
sparked talk about tighter gun laws and censoring
music once again.
Nobody could be solely blamed for these chil
dren's actions. Everybody will point fingers at the
National Rifle Association (NRA) and the gun
lobby and the music industry for the next month
or so.
It is easy to blame rap, punk or hard rock for
the behavior of the children.
It is easy to blame the NRA for promoting guns.
But it is also irresponsible.
If anyone is going to be blamed it should be the
parents. Communication between the parents and
their children is the most important element in
forming a stable relationship.
The two gunmen from Columbine spent months
planning their attack on the Colorado school and
building explosives in their garage before they
went on their shooting spree.
If a parent doesn't know their child is building
pipe bombs in the garage and planning to kill, it
doesn't matter if they listen to Marilyn Manso, Ice
T or Linken Park.
Every parent apologizes after the fact, but by
then their words are meaningless. They should
have used their breath to educate their kids about
guns, drugs, sex, etc.
They should speak when their words make a
difference. Nobody cares how sorry they are now.
What everyone wants to know is, how did you not
know your child was planning an attack on a
school?
Why weren't the parents aware of the rage their
children bottled up before they burst and the
results were fatal.
Lack of communication. That is why.

Parents are too busy to even have a regular con
versation with their children. They better make
time now before they are forced to take time off
work to attend their child's court hearing.
Granted, many parents, even single parents,
know how to do their jobs and do them well, but
others don't.
It is time to stop pointing fingers. This music
may not be the most tasteful, but that is what your
kids listen to, even if you don't want them to.
It is the parent's duty to find out what their
interests are and the music they like. Even if it
means being a little noisy. You're parents, that is
your job.
Children have too much privacy and too many
privileges today. Everything in this country is
geared and advertised towards children.
Why? Because they [children] are the ones with
all their parents money. Money they are given to
keep busy while their parents occupy themselves
with work.
You're supposed to let your kids know the
music is just for entertainment.
The NRA and the music industry may not be
the holiest or purest industries in the land, but the
blame can not be put on them alone.
It has been proven that talking to your children
helps deter certain behavior like drug use, STDs,
teen pregnancy and violence.
Educate the children. That is the biggest prob
lem. These kids may be getting an education at
school, but they need the attention of their parents
or parent at home.
It is unfortunate that not until after the damage
is done and innocent people die, that the parents
begin talking and sobbing about how sorry they
are and how bad they feel.
That doesn't help anyone. It is too late.
This isn't about censorship or protecting our
rights to bear arms. It is about the right to send
your children to school without the fear of them
being shot and killed.

Got something to say?
Say it!
Don't be shy. If we had your input we wouldn't
have had to run this ad. Whether it be com
ments, complaints about professors, administra
tors, or you just want to rant about something...
anything. It doesn't matter whether it was on or
off the paper just make it current and interesting
and we'll print your letter at the editor's discretion.
Letters can be submitted to CAS 171 oi email us.
'
-
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l Thumbs up to
"The Sopranos"
new season.
I Thumbs up to free
gifts in your cereal
box.
I Thumbs up to
"Jackass."
I Thumbs up to
roadtrips with
friends.
I Thumbs up to a
week without
homework.
I Thumbs up to
teachers who let
.you make-up a
test.
I Thumbs up to no
midterms before
Spring Break.

I Thumbs down to
blaming the media.
i • Thumbs down to
people making
conversation at the
library.
I Thumbs down to not \
remembering if the
iron was left on or
not
l Thumbs down to
expensive campus
parking meters.
I Thumbs down to
having to visit a
proctologist
I Thumbs down to
oversleeping on test|
day.
I Thumbs down .to
being broke on
Spring Break.
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Talk

What are you going to do
for Spring Break?
-Irene Trevino

Rachel Oriedo
Senior

• news briefs

HI either be vacationing in Houston,
or going to the livestock show and
the Island.
What's your idea of a dream vacation?

Relaxing in Hawaii with a drink,
and no thoughts of exams.

Ramon Saenz III
Senior
I'm going to Padre for the beer and
the babes.
What's your idea of a dream vacation?

The Bahamas with Shania Twain.

Maria Negrete
Freshman
I'm not really doing anything. I'm
staying home, relaxing and
maybe going to the island on the
weekend.
What's your idea of a dream vacation?

Going to Hawaii.

Juan Lozano
Sophomore
I'm going to the island with some
friends.
What's your idea of a dream vacation?

A beer in one hand, and a pretty
girl in the other in the "Virgin
Islands."

| Ana Vasquez
Senior

Philanthropist Jeffers donates
largest single gift ever to UTPA
Special to The Pan American

Philanthropist Albert L. Jeffers
announced Tuesday, March 6 that
he will contribute a $2.6 million
unitrust to UTPA - the largest sin
gle planned gift by an individual
donated to the University.
"In the few years I have known
him," said Roland S. Arriola, vice
president for External Affairs at
UTPA, "I have been most
impressed by his kind and gentle
manner, his deep interest in help
ing others and his generous spirit."
Jeffers, an attorney specializing
in intellectual property law, is well
known nationally and
internationally. He is a Methodist
and served on the
Board of Trustees of The
University of Evansvjlle in
Indiana for more than 35
years.
Driven by a passionate
belief in the power of education,
he created several charitable
remainder unitrusts naming
universities as beneficiaries,
including his most recent to
UTPA.
Although from the Midwest,

Jeffers has roots in the Rio Grande
Valley. His cousin, Wallace H.
Duncan, practiced medicine here
beginning in the late 1920s and
helped found a five-bed hospital
that later evolved into what is now
the McAllen Medical Center.
Jeffers had been a frequent visi
tor to the Rio Grande Valley for
more than 50 years before becom
ing a Winter Texan in 1989, when
he retired. He and his wife, Mary
Lea, now live in Duncan's estate
in south McAllen during the win
ter season..
y
Duncan had donated funds for
nursing scholarships at UTPA,
which is how Jeffers - who han
dled his cousin's legal matters first became acquainted with the
University. In addition to support
ing UTPA, Jeffers has been a gen
erous supporter of Purdue
University, Southern Illinois
University and The University of
Evansville.
Jeffers presented his donation to
UTPA President Miguel A.
Nevarez at a luncheon at the
McAllen Country Club.
Nevarez was joined by his
wife, Blanca. Also in attendance

were Arriola; UTPA Director of
Planned Giving T. Edward Mercer
and his wife, Anna; UTPA
Foundation board member
Morgan Talbot; Mark and Cristina
Cook; Dr. Forrest Fitch; and
Calvin Bentsen.
"I have been very impressed
with President Mike Nevarez and
with the leadership at the
University," Jeffers said. "I've
attended Foundation board meet
ings as a guest for the past 11
years and have seen this
University grow. Now I want to
do something to help ensure its
continued growth."
The funds will be used for full
scholarships to the University and
will help many future generations
of college students follow their
dreams.
The University plans to name
its theatre of dramatic arts the
Albert L. Jeffers Theatre in honor
of his generosity.
"The theatre manifests the con
fidence and trust of the Jeffers
family in the goals of UTPA and
in the academic and cultural wel
fare of all its students now and in
the future," said Jeffers.

Preventing Vehicle Theft
Tip #1

Tip#5

Install a vehicle alarm or mechanical lock for the steer-

Avoid transferring valuable items to the trunk at the

ing wheel or ignition.

location where the vehicle is to be parked.

Tip #2

Tip #6

Always lock the doors and leave the windows rolled up.

Use a garage if possible and lock both the vehicle and

the i
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continued from page

UTPA Chief of Police Howard Miller
employs a full fledged police depart
ment with 18 licensed officers and 20
security support officers.
"Here at UTPA, we have a different
and more mature level of students. We
work very closely with local, state, and
federal agencies to ensure the safety of
Pan American students," Miller said.
Scott Hollinger, principal of
McAuliffe Elementary in McAllen,
implements lock down drills at least 4
times a semester.
"A lock down drill is a practice for
what we would do if someone on cam
pus posed a threat to students,"
Hollinger said. "All students are drawn
into classrooms, the doors locked,lights
turned off, and windows covered. The
students sit quietly in the classroom
away from doors and windows. Quietly
enough so that no one can hear them
from outside the door."
Weslaco resident Angelica Cabrera
lilillilllll;

SSIf

•\

believes many factors affect the children
who go on violent rampages.
"At that age they start wanting inde
pendence and freedom," She said. "I
think it has to do with many things not
just one thing. I mean by the time they
are [teenagers] they have seen so many
people being murdered on TV that it's
just normal."
Miller attributes the rage seen in vio
lent offenders to not having any atten
tion and not having people to listen to
them.
"I think the most important thing is
that we listen to our young people. They
feel that to get attention, they must do
the most extreme thing," Miller said.
Hollinger said the majority of the time
the violent offenders want attention.
"They want to kill [or hurt] as many
people as they can," Hollinger said.
"Unfortunately, we have had to learn
about violence as a result of these
school shootings."

RETIREMENT INSURANCE MUTUAlfeifS''

' ! SERVICES TUITION FINANCING

Tax-deferred solutions
from TIAA-CREF can
help you reach your
retirement goals faster.
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When you're investing for retirement, the adage
"never put off until tomorrow what you can dotoday"
doesn't apply-to taxes.
That's because investments that aren't eroded by taxes
an add up to significantly more money for you—
money you can use to supplementyour pension and
Social Security.

TAX DEFERRAL MAKE5 A DIFFERENCE
$102,068
Tax-deferred savings after taxes'

$67,514
Aftertax savings

Let our consultants show you all the advantages of tax
deferral, or all us for a free tax-savings calculator.

UTPA to host NEA workshop
Special to The Pan American
The National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA), in cooperation with the UTPA
Theatre and the Southwest Border
Nonprofit Resource Center, will present
a workshop March 19 on the NEA's
new Challenge American Fast Track
grant category.
Nonprofit cultural arts organizations
and municipal, county and other com
munity organizations interested in
working together for cooperative pro
jects involving the arts are invited to
send representatives to the 2 p.m. work
shop at the UTPA Annex, 2412 S.
Closner in Edinburg.
NEA representatives will explain the
Challenge America grants, which are

designed to support a range of possible
projects in civic design, cultural
tourism, new technology and planning.
The NEA is particularly interested in
encouraging applications from histori
cally underserved areas like the Rio
Grande Valley.
The NEA will award approximately
400 grants of either $5,000 or $10,000
for rural or underserved communities to
address the priority areas of community
arts developement.
Following the two-hour workshop,
participants may sign up for 10-minute
discussion sessions with NEA represen
tatives.
For more information or to make
reservations, contact Kenan Tas of the
Southwest Border Nonprofit Resoruce
Center at 956/384-5920.

Supplemental Retirement Annuities (SRAs), IRAs and
other tax-saving solutions—along with TIAA-CREF's
low expenses and solid history of performance-can
help you invest tax smart today so that you an reach
your retirement goals faster in the years to come.

*Note: Under federal tax law, withdrawals pnor toage59'<maybe
subject to restrictions, and toa 10% additional tax.

iM!
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Ensuring the future
for those who shape it. "

per month for 30 yearc
in litis hypothetical example, setting aside $100a worth
io a tax-deferred investment with an %% return in a 28$
tax bracket shows better growth after 30 years to the
same net amount put into a savings account. Total returns
and principal value of investments will fluctuate, and yield
may vary. The chart above is presented for illustrative
purposes only and does not reflect actus! performance, or
predict future results, of any TIAA-CREFaccount, or
reflect expenses.

1.800.842.2776
www.tiaa-cref.org

Fa more complete information on our securities products, cal 1.800.842.2733, ext. 5509, for prospectuses. Read them carefully before
you invest.«TtAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, inc. and TeachersPersona) Investors Services, inc. distributesecurities products.
• Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association (F1AA), New York, NY and TIAA-CREF Life Insurance Co., New York, NY issue insurance and
annuities • TtAA-CREF Trust Company, FSB provides trust services. • Investment products are not FDIC insured, may lose value and are
not bank guaranteed. © 2001 teachers insurance and Annuity A'sociation-College Retirement Equities Fund, New York, NY 01/04
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The most effective deterrent to drug use among kids ISfl't th©

police, or prisons, or politicians. One of the most
effective deterrents to drug use among kids is
their parents. Kids who learn about the risks of
drugs from their parents are 36% less

likely to smoke marijuana than

kids who learn nothing from them. They are 50%
less likely to use inhalants. 56% less likely to use
cocaine. 65% less likely to use LSD. So if you're
a parent, talk to your kids about drugs. Research
also shows that 74% of all fourth graders

wish their parents would talk
to them about drugs, it you don't
know what to say, call 800-788-2800 or visit
www.theantidrug.com. We can help you.

The Geocentric System
Five hundred years ago, the sun
was thought to revolve around
the earth. People did not know
then what we know now. Truths
change. We now know smoking
marijuana is harmful. The younger
you are, the more harmful it may
be. Research has shown that
people who smoke marijuana
before the age of 15 were over 7
times more likely to use other
drugs than people who have
never smoked marijuana.

Illegal drugs are estimated to cost America over $110 billion each year in treatment, enforcement, incarceration and social
damage. But what else could you buy for $110 billion? Well, you could build 1,692 new hospitals. Or operate 632 universities.
Or 3,667 national parks. You could hire 2,955,956 new high school teachers. Or you could put 758,620 new buses on the road.
This message is brought to you by Partnership for a Drug-Free America?

PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE TEXAS AND AMERICA
TOLL FREE

1-877-9-NO DRUG
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What began as a promotional gimmick in
has now become a worlc
have become a staple in the American culture, few people realize how fa
By Cristina Reyna

Special to the Pan American

Every year thousands of women com
pete for pageant titles in local, state,
national and worldwide competitions.
The American tradition began as a
promotional gimmick in 1921 when
Atlantic City, New Jersey hotelmen
decided to stage a "flashy fall festival,"
or pageant, to entice summer tourists to
stay in town past Labor Day. The festi
val included a "National Beauty
Tournament" on the beach to select the
most beautiful bathing beauty in
America (hence the swimsuit competi
tion of today).
Sixteen-year-old Margaret Gorman,
who represented the nation's capital as
Miss Washington D.C., competed
against seven other contestants for that
first title. A local newsman suggested
they call her Miss America.
Pageants are usually a pentathlon of
competition. Women are judged in cate
gories of beauty, intellect, talent and
accomplishment. They usually consist
of two rounds of competition including
three major events. Contestants must
first compete in a preliminary round
that includes interview, swimsuit and
evening gown events.
The top ten go on to the final round,
which begins with on-stage questions,
followed by a second and final swim
suit and evening gown viewing. All
contestants must be single and never

married, between the ages of 14-18 for
Vanessa Diaz, 19, is the reigning
the Teen division and 17-26 for the
Miss Rio Grande Valley and has been
involved in pageants for four years.
Miss division.
Jennifer Davila, 21, reigned as Miss
Diaz will represent the Rio Grande
Rio Grande Valley from 1998-1999.
Valley in Houston at the Miss Teenage
She explained that each contestant is
Texas pageant in March. She explained
judged on a scale of 1-10 in each event that these pageants build character.
"Being in pageants has helped me
but in the end, it is the total
package that the judges are
accept my
looking for.
strengths and
"They are looking for the
weaknesses,"
all-around girl," Davila
Diaz said. "It
said. "It is really important
is an inspira
to keep up with current
tion to be who
events to prepare for the
you are."
interviews. We also have
Just as in any
to practice walking in the
contest, there
heels, so as not to trip or
are benefits as
fall, and we have mock
well as pitfalls.
pageants to go over the
There is constant
whole process. All this
concern about
is important because if
diet and exercise;
you are not comfort
however, the rules
able out there on that
on swimsuits have
stage, it shows big
become very flexi
time."
ble. Anything is
In preparation for
acceptable except
interviews, contes
thongs and string
tants attend workshops that pro
bikinis. All contes
vide assistance on anything from
tants must wear the
VANESSA DIAZ
etiquette to speech and commu
same taupe-colored,
2000 Miss RGV three-inch highnication skills. Contestants often
go out and have businesses inter
heeled shoe.
view them for practice. They are usual
Diaz and Davila agreed that much
ly asked why they are competing, what exercise is needed to prepare for the
they learned from the experience and
swimsuit portion of the pageant.
what they will do if they are crowned.
"I usually did one hour of cardio and

one hour of weights twi<
fit," Davila said. "You h
or six months prior to th
order to see positive resi
Although most contest
cally already physically
to be prepared for tribul;
come up right before the
Participants usually hav<
bizarre beauty secrets hi
them look their best.
"Firm grip" spray is o
buttocks area to hold the
place. The women often
cleavage and abdominal
eye shadow or blush to f
outline, and pimples are!
into beauty marks with 4
er.
Aside from the glitz an
people have mocked an4
beauty pageants for year:
stigma still stands that bt
continue to crank out "bi
exploit women, there is i
and camaraderie present
recognized.
"This challenges us to
any interview in the futu
"We know how to adapt
pies personalities and co;
with all sorts of people."
Among the solidarity tl
back stage, there can als*
rivalry.
"Sometimes the girls d
advice very well and the;

\-wide event. While beauty pageants
r some contestants will go to win.

offended," Diaz said. "It's not about
competing against others though. It is
competing against yourself and for
yourself. It is a challenge to see what
you need to work on."
Winners and contestants alike con
tinue to be examples of female com
petition.
Once crowned, the winner must
attend events such as community and
church services, parades, telethons
ten used on the and schools, to appear at and speak
bathing suit in about her experiences with words of
encouragement to others.
sweep their
"The best advice I could pass on to
area with dark
xtrtray a deeper the next Miss RGV queen," Diaz
said, "is to take the initiative to get
even turned
i dab of eyelin- involved wherever needed, enjoy all
the new acquaintances you may
encounter along the way, and ask
id glamour,
yourself what legacy you left
1 denounced
behind."
s. Although the
Kandace Krueger, the newly elect
sauty pageants
ed Miss USA 2001-2002, will be
imbos" and
hosting the latest pageant for the
a competition
titles of Miss Rio Grande Valley as
that is rarely
well as Miss Teen Rio Grande Valley
be prepared for 2001-2002. Formerly Miss Austin
and then Miss Texas, Krueger will
re," Diaz said,
now be up for the title of Miss
to other peoUniverse.
mmunicate
Saturday's pageant will consist of
hat takes place 20 contestants competing in the Miss
0 be a hint of
division and 33 contestants compet
ing in the Teen division and will take
place at the Edinburg Auditorium on
lon't take
March 16th' and 17th at 7 p.m.
}' may get

e a day to stay
ive to start five
; pageant in
ilts."
ants are typiRt, they have
itions that
pageant.
: several
ckstage to help
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PAGEANT
SECRETS
• Vaseline In the Teeth - This is

perhaps the most commonly
used "secret" among contes
tants. Although using Vaseline
on the teeth can sometimes
cause lipstick to bleed, it makes
teeth seem whiter and a smile
appear brighter.
• Ice Water Face Bath -

Soaking the face in a bowl of
ice water for 15 to 20 minutes
opens the pores in the face
resulting in a fresh, wrinkle-free
appearance.
• Olive Oil - Because pageant

contestants often use an excess
of hairspray, some use olive oil
to soften the hair and give it a
healthy shine.
• Castor Oil - Adding a table
spoon of castor oil to shampoo
will supposedly help thicken the
hair as well as make it grow
faster.
• Visine on Pimples - Using a

March
Thursday, March 8 World head
quarters and local Ford represen
tatives will discuss local intern
ship opportunities at the Ford
Motor Company Information
Session. All majors are welcome.
Free food and goodies will be
given away. The session begins at
noon in the Student Union
Theater and runs until 1:30 p.m.

history and culture written by
himself in CAS 351 on March 8.
On March 9 in the Student Union
Theater will be a National
Foreign Language Week Program
featuring essays, poetry, songs,
dances and music beginning at 10
a.m.

Thursday, March 8 "New
Faces," a group art exhibition by
James Dutremaine, Dindy Reich,
Rolando Reyna and Charles
Wissinger, opens March 8 in the
University Gallery in the
Communications Arts and
Sciences Building. The exhibition
runs through April 2 with a recep
tion for the artists on March 8
from 7 to 9 p.m. Admission to the
gallery is free.

Monday, March 19 The National
Endowment for the Arts with the
UTPA University Theatre and
Southwest Border Nonprofit
Resource Center presents a work
shop to discuss the NEA's new
Challenge American Fast Track
grant category. Non-profit cultural
arts organizations and other
municipal, county and other com
munity organizations are invited
to send representatives to the ses
sion which begins at 2 p.m. and
will last no longer than 4 p.m.

Thursday, March 8 and Friday,
March 9 As part of National
Foreign Language week, spon
sored by the Department of
Modern Languages and
Literature, Alberto Barrera pre
sents songs and music about local

Friday, March 23 The Student
Union Theater will show 'The
Emperor's New Groove" at 3
p.m. and at 7 p.m. Admission is
$1 for students, $1.50 for faculty
and staff and $2 for the general
public.

dab of Visine or toothpaste on
pimples the night prior to a
pageant is used to reduce the
redness.

COMPLIMENT?
COMMENT?
COMPLAINT?

• Eyeliner - If using Visine or

toothpaste doesn't work, some
contestants turn pimples into
beauty marks by applying a dot
of eyeliner.
• Bathtub of Milk - Cleopatra

supposedly bathed in milk to
make her skin glow, thousands
of years later, the secret is still
used by pageant hopefuls.
• Body Glue - Contestants

often use various forms of body
glue (sprays, roll-ons, liquids) to
keep spaghetti straps and
bathing suit bottoms in place.
• Duct Tape on the Tummy -

Anything from duct tape to wig
tape is used to boost the bust,
creating more cleavage, or flat
ten stomachs.
• Preparation H - The hemor

rhoid cream is used both under
the eyes to reduce puffiness
and on the thighs covered in
cling wrap to reduce cellulite.
• Eyeshadow - Although a big

part of a contestant's normal
make-up, eyeshadow and blush
are also used on cleavage and
the abdomen to portray a deep
er outline.

Look for UTPA customer survey forms
now available at the following locations:
omee
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fkcteemtcSewfces Bl%
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MMetkat
OWtee
Stkxtewt Hea&fi
Sktftewt Loam C&tectxms
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Internet Road show stops at UIPA
Special to The Pan American
The Internet Road Show, a new
statewide rural economic development
program, will be at UTPA Friday,
March 16.
Open to the public, the free program
is from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m at the
International Trade and Technology
Building. Lunch is included.
Conducted by the TeleCommunity
Resource Center, an independent non
profit organization, the Internet Road
Show is designed to raise awareness of
the economic advatages that higherspeed Internet access and electronic
commerce can provide families, busi
nesses and communities in rural Texas.
"We're glad the TeleCommunity
Resource Center has selected UT Pan

SURVEY

American as the site for this important
program," said Roland S. Arriola,
UTPA vice president for External
Affairs.
"We have always had a strong focus
on economic development in this
region, and this program will build on
that. We are also working on the
EmpowerNET community networking
project, which ties in with Internet
access in rural South Texas."
The program will include a number of
topics, including Internet access, avail
ability of advanced services and public
secor funding. It is hosted by State Sen.
Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville), State
Rep. Juan Hinojosa (D-McAllen) and
Hidalgo County Judge Eloy Pulido.
For reservations or more information,
call 1-800-571-7811.

continued from page

ing the U.S.-Mexico border region.
Among its activities is a knowledgebased benchmarking of Hidalgo County,
which is being done with the support of a
federal Economic Development Agency
grant. This benchmarking will assess
assets and challenges relative to the
development and sustainability of a tech
nology and knowledg-based economy for
the county and the region, said Dr.
Gerald D. Brazier, CBIRD program coor
dinator.
Part of this benchmarking involves
applying the computer Systems Policy
Project's (CSPP) Readiness Guide for
Living in the Networked World to
Hidalgo County.
The guide describes various levels of
readiness and outlines how a community
could go about assessing where it stands
relative to the networked world of com
puting and the Internet.
Aspects of the guide measure network
infrastructure, computer and network
access, applications and services avail

able electronically, and the level at which
the local economy functions on the web.
As such, this survey is part of CSPP
protocol implementation, Brazier said.
Future project steps include gathering
information about computing, network
infrastructure and Internet use from local
businesses, governments and schools.
The Hidalgo County computer and
Internet use survey is part of an ongoing
survey series by the UTPA Center Survey
Research, a unit of the College of Social
and Behavioral Sciences.
Called "The Pulse of the Valley," the
series is designed to inform Rio Grande
Valley communities of attitudes on vari
ous issues.
The phone survey of 647 Hidalgo
County residents was conducted Feb. 511 by the Center for Survey Rresearch.
The margin of error is plus or minus 4
percent. Slightly more than 15 percent of
people contacted refused interviews,
which were done in both English and
Spanish.
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The Pan American will not be running from March 12-16.
Don't sweat it we will resume on Tuesday, March 20. In the
meantime have a safe and satisfactory Spring Break.

Get
ready,
world.

Career Fair draws large turnout
Special to The Pan American
Students seeking internships or profession
al employment met with approximately 110
businesses, government agencies and school
districts Tuesday, March 6 at the 28th annual
Career Day at UTPA
Advanced Micro Devices, Boeing Satellite
Systems, the Central Intelligence Agency,
Enterprise Rent-A-Car, General Mills,
H.E.B. Grocery Co. and IBM were just some
of the employers represented at the UTPA
Fieldhouse. Participating school districts
included Crystal City, Harlingen, Houston,
La Joya, Laredo, Los Fresnos and Luling.
Robert Zamora, a senior marketing major,
interviewed with Mervyn's, General Mills
and Target.
"I got to meet with all three at once, and I
don't think that would have been possible
without this event," Zamora said. "A lot of
students take it for granted because it's
offered every year, but where else can you
meet over 100 employers in one single loca
tion?"

Anabel Pena, a representative of the
Region One Education Service Center in
Edinburg, has attended Career Day for four
years. She said it is a wonderful event for
students looking to become teachers.
"We've talked to graduate students, undergrads and high school students, and we've
been able to present them some of the oppor
tunities that are available in the school dis
tricts," Pena said.
Enedelia Kidd, director of Career
Placement Services - which sponsored
Career Day - said the event was rewarding
for both students and recruiters. About 4,000
people attended, comparable to last year's
total.
"Career Day helps both the students and
recruiters get together and discuss what one
has to benefit from the other," Kidd said.
"What we do is provide both the student
and the employer an opportunity for them to
discuss each others needs. That's really what
choosing a career is all about - finding that
perfect match."

Something new
is coming

THE PAN AMERICAN
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Uresti will be missed by a; vvhP* f
loved and knew her.
Her family appreciates everyone's
prayers during her brief stay in the
hospital, and now in their time of sor
row.
Uresti was a senior at UTPA studying
broadcast journalism. She attended Our
Lady of the Lake University before
transferring to Edinburg two years ago.
She was a 1997 graduate of Edinburg
North High School.
For information regarding funeral
arrangements contact the
communication department office at
381-3583.
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Jvs.FRPenn
TDAY*
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SATURDAY
attpm
vs. Troy Si
•at 4 p.m.
www.Danam.edB/athietics

? TRACK & FIELD
Angela Proctor

AN ARMY OF ONE

NOW, THERE ARE OVER
180 WAYS TO ENJOY
YOUR WEEKEND.

klnvitationalj

psat. Mar. na m
[Starling at10 B

M

AH it t a k e s i s o n e weekend a month a n d a s little a s
two weeks a year to serve in a part-time capacity in
the full-time Army. In the U.S. Army Reserve you can
pursue your civilian career. Stay close to home and
develop your skills while learning new ones. The
Reserve offers training in accounting, engineering,
electronics, law enforcement, software analysis,
medicine and more.

i
ESER

Find One of Over 1 80 Ways
t o B e A S o l d i e r a t GOARIVIYRESERVE.COM
or call 1 -800-USA-ARMY.

dmissionisFRIItoall
UTPA Faculty. Staff
Students with Valid ID

Contact your local recruiter.
And we'll help you find what's best for you.

Edrinburg CISD
Teacher Job Fair

Thursday
March 22,2001
Edinburg High School
801 E. Canton Rd.

Edinburg CISD Excelling in Education

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Teaching positions available in all
fields for 2001-2002 including:

Representatives from all
schools will be present.

Elementary Positions
• Early Childhood
• Bilingual

• General
*/ Music

for information call:

Secondary Positions

• Math
• English/ESL
• Band/Orchestra
• Reading

UTPA Tournament
1March 8th-10th

THURSDAY

continued from page
one who needed her help.
Uresti never hesitated to lend a help
ing hand. Anyone who was privileged
to meet Uresti knows her best attribute
was her kindness.
There is a Latin saying, "Carpe
Diem," which means seize the day.
Nobody knows when their time will
come and leave this earth. Like Uresti,
your day could come in the middle of
the night on an expressway.
Uresti seized her days. She lived
everyday to the fullest and then some.
She lived for herself. She lived for oth
ers. And now after her passing that is
how we will remember her.

Page 9

Edinburg CISD
Personnel Office

• Science Composite
• Social Science
Composite

101 N. 8th Street
Edinburg,Texas 78540
(956) 316-7200

Other Positions
• Special Education

or visit us on the web at:
www^dinburgxisd.t)enetedu

• Experienced teachers:
please bring copies of
resume, transcript(s),
certificates, and last two
years evaluations.

• Student teachers:
please bring copies of
resume, transcript, and
supervisor's evaluations.

Edinburg CISD is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
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Athletic department hires compliance director
Sports Information
The UTPA Department
announced Tuesday the hiring of
Charlotte Hunt as the school's
Athletic Compliance Coordinator
and Senior Women's
Administrator.
Hunt comes to UTPA from
Northwestern University, where
she served as the Compliance
Coordinator.
Hunt, a 1998 graduate of
Arkansas State University,
served for the last year as the
Compliance Coordinator for
Northwestern University of the
Big Ten Conference. While at
the school, she was responsible
for the certification of over 450
student-athletes. Northwestern
had the top student-athletes grad
uation rate in the country for
NCAA Division-I schools at 98
percent. Prior to her time at
Northwestern, Hunt worked at
the University of Michigan, in
Ann Arbor, Mich., as the
Eligibility Coordinator. She was
responsible for the certification
of over 715 student-athletes.

She worked directly with the
Student-Athlete Advisory
Council and was the Athletic
Department liaison to the Deans
of the respective schools at the
University.
Hunt also served as the
Compliance Assistant at the Big
East Conference Office in
Providence, R.I. While there she
assisted the Associate
Commissioner for Compliance
with all aspects of the Big East
Compliance Operation. She han
dled the monitoring of National
Letters of Intents for the 15school conference, maintained
records regarding violations,
interpretations, waivers and
appeals and acted as the liaison
between the Conference's
Student-Athlete Committee and
the NCAA.
"I am very excited to be a part
of a program that is dedicated to
enhancing the entire well-being
of student-athletes," said Hunt.
Bill [Weidner] and I share a
vision of a department that com
petes, graduates student-athletes
and succeeds within the rules.

Sports Calendar

Charlotte Hunt
The single most important factor
that made my decision an easy
one was the environment. The
environment of the department,
the university and the communi
ty sold me from my first "hello".
Several people [in compliance]
questioned my decision, but I
had to tell them that this program
will be one of the most respected
in the country in a couple of
years. I can honestly say that the
direction UTPA is going in is one
that other universities should
model. I look forward to becom
ing an integral part of a winning
system in this thriving depart
ment."

Un

Hunt received a Bachelors of
Science degree from Arkansas
State with a major emphasis in
Sports Promotion. She also
minored in journalism. She was
named to Who's Who Among
American Colleges and
Universities and held various
leadership positions in organiza
tions such as Student
Government, Athletic
Ambassadors, Minority Mentor
Group, Presidential Ambassadors
and Student Activities.
"I am very pleased to announce
the addition of Charlotte Hunt to
our staff as our Athletic
Compliance Coordinator and
Senior Woman's Administrator,"
said UTPA Athletic Director
William Weidner.
"Charlotte is one of the top
young athletic administrators in
our profession. Her experience
and background will serve her
well at UTPA," Weidner said.
Of special significance is her
most recent tenure at
Northwestern University.
As Northwestern's Athletic
Compliance Coordinator,
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Charlotte oversaw a compliance
driven athletic program that had
the number one student-athlete
graduation rate in the nation
(98%).
In addition, she has also served
with distinction at the University
of Michigan and with the Big
East Conference. On behalf of
our entire athletic program, we
enthusiastically welcome
Charlotte as the newest member
of the Bronc and Lady Bronc
family," Weidner continued.
Hunt is a member of several
professional organizations,
including: The National
Association of Collegiate
Women Athletic Administrators,
The National Association of
Compliance Coordinators and
The Black Coaches Association.
Hunt will begin her duties as
Athletic Compliance Coordinator
and Senior Woman's
Administrator immediately.
She replaces Dr. Marc Evans,
who took a similar position at
Texas Christian University in
Fort Worth after two years with
UTPA.
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otes: The first meeting between both
! Broncs won that game 4-1,
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March 6 - UT-San Antonio d.
Southwest Texas State 71-69
Leading liTSA Scorer: Brawn - 20

March 8 - UT-E1 Paso vs. Southern
Methodist University
Leading UTEP Scorer: Wolfram - Z i FPU
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Broncs try to put breaks
on twelve game losing skid
By Isaac Chavarria

The Pan American

Entering their 19th contest of
the season, the Broncs are
looking for something to turn
their season around.
Their home tournament start
ing today could be the catalyst
the team is searching for.
The Broncs face Troy State
and Penn State twice. Troy
State defeated Purdue, 2-1 and
lost to Vanderbilt 3-1 in their
last outings. Penn State (3-10)
has also had a rough season,
losing its last five games.
The Broncs have struggled
after losing 11 players last
year. The team stocked up,
signing 19 players, including
five from Navarro Junior
College.
UTPA lost three top offensive
players who had a batting aver
age above .337 and played in
48 games. Only junior Sergio
Pompa and senior Jason
Thompson are averaging above

Tournament
Schedule
March 8
Penn State vs. Troy State® 4 p.m.
Troy State
vs. UTPA @ 7 p.m. •&
^
March 9
Penn State vs. Troy Stated 4 p.m.
Penn State vs. UTPA @ 7 p.m.
Perm State vs. UTPA @ 1 p.m.
Troy State vs. UTPA @ 4 p.m.

.300.
Last season, Thompson com
piled a 3-6 record for the
Broncs, but is being used as a
designated hitter and first base
man.
The newcomers don't have
the effect the Broncs' coaching
staff hoped for. UTPA batters
combined for 56 RBI, but
opponents nearly doubled the
Broncs' run output, totaling
103 RBI.
Although the pitching staff
has performed as well as last
year, 5.35 ERA compared to

5.85 this year, opponents have
picked on UTPA batters.
Opposing pitchers have
earned a 3.02 ERA this year.
Last season, Bronc hitters ter
rorized pitchers.
The Broncs have not played
Troy State nor Penn State dur
ing head coach Reggie
Treadaway's tenure. UTPA
will try to recover from a 21-2
pounding by Texas Christian.
The home games could help
the Broncs gain momentum for
their road trip, when they face
off against Texas and UT-San
Antonio.
Last year against the
Longhorns, the Broncs were
defeated 23-6 in the first meet
ing, but nearly pulled off an
upset before losing 8-7.
The Bronc offense is being
carried by Pompa, who cur
rently bats .333. After only
appearing in seven games last
semester, Pompa has seen more
playing time in 11 appearances
this season.

Golf teams prepare for tournaments
By Isaac Chavarria

The Pan American

With two tournaments under
their belts this spring season,
both UTPA golf teams are
looking to continue improving
as they reach mid-season.
The men's team tied for
fourth out of 14 teams at the
Pizza Hut Intercollegiate.
Part of the success can be
attributed to junior Stephen
Slaughter. Slaughter placed
38th and 12th, respectively. In
12 rounds he has a stroke aver
age of 76.2 and a low of 70.
The women's team began the
season at home and hoped for a
good start, but finished last at
the Lady Bronc Classic. The
Lady Broncs could only
improve on that performance,
and placed ninth out of 15
teams at the Islander Spring
Invitational.
The Lady Broncs have a bal
anced team led by freshman
Melissa Head. Head holds the
lowest round average and low
est round on the team with
81.8 and 73, respectively.

ff/Mm

Lady Bronc Melissa Head atte pts a medium-range putt.
With five other players hav
ing played 12 rounds or more,
the women's team has ability
to have any combination of
athletes on the course.
The Broncs boast a roaster of
eight, but only Slaughter,
sophomore Santiago De Larrea
and junior Ricky Benavidez

have played at least 12 rounds.
The Lady Broncs will com
pete March 15 at the Northern
Illinois Snowbird tournament
in Tampa, Fla.
The Broncs' head to the Big
Easy for their next tournament,
the Bob Brown Sportscare
Classic, in New Orleans, La.

-Sports Information

In her first season as head coach Karin Nicholls led the Lady
Broncs to the second-best record in school history.

Nicholls named
Coach of the Year
Sports Information
Karin Nicholls was named Coach
of the Year, while Cheveron Terry
and Alexandra Gravel earned AllIndependent recognition in the
2000-01 Independent Women's
Basketball Awards announced
recently.
Nicholls, in her first year as head
coach for the Lady Broncs, led the
team to its highest win total as an
NCAA Division I member. Despite
a late hire, which did not allow her
time to recruit any new players for
the season, Nicholls led the team to
an 11-17 record; nearly double the
win total of the 1999-2000 team,
which had a 6-21 record.
Terry, a senior from Houston, was
a first team All-Independent selec
tion in her final year as a Lady
Bronc. She also finished third in
the voting for the Player of the
Year. Terry led the Lady Broncs in
scoring with 13.6 points per game.
She was also second on the squad
in rebounds (5.5), first in steals
(2.8) and second in assists (3.2).
She became just the third player in
UTPA history to score 1,000 or
more points in a career. She is also
the Lady Broncs all-time leader in
steals.
Gravel, a junior from Chicoutimi,
Quebec, was named second team
All-Independent for the second
consecutive season. Gravel fin
ished second on the team in scor
ing with 13.1 points per game. She
also pulled down 3.5 rebounds per
game, had 2.0 assists per contest
and had 1.2 steals per game. She
led the team with an average of 2.4
three-pointers made per game. She

set career highs of 29 and 30 points
in back-to-back games this season,
the two highest single-game point
totals for a Lady Bronc this season.
Stony Brook's Sherry Jordan, a
freshman from Stone Mountain,
Ga., was named Independent
Player of the Year. She averaged
19.0 points, 8.2 rebounds, 2.3
steals and 2.5 assists per game in
her first season as a Seawolf. She
scored in double figures in each of
the last 19 games for SUNY-SB.
She also had six double-doubles
for Stony Brook.
Albany's Jessica Burch was
named Independent Defensive
Player of the Year. The sophomore
from Sunny side, N.Y., is currently
12th in the nation in steals with 3.5
per game. She broke the Albany
single-game steals mark with 10
against American.
She is also the school's single
season steals leader with 111 in

2000.
In addition to Jordan and Terry,
Tara Montgomery of Belmont,
Deetra Johnson of Texas A&MCorpus Christi and Liz Tucker of
Albany all earned first team AllIndependent recognition.
Johnson was the only player to
earn first team All-Independent
honors in each of the last two sea
sons.
Joining Gravel on the second
team was Natalie Brown of
Belmont, Jean Clark of Texas
A&M-Corpu^ Christi, Jill George
of Stony Brook and Kristin Rogers
of Texas A&M-Corpus Christi.
The awards were selected by a
vote of Independent Coaches and
Sports Information Directors.
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(right)
Freshman
Celine Merlini
winds up for a
backhand dur
ing the Lady
Broncs match
against
Laredo
Community
College, (left)
Freshman
Pierre Cantu
and senior
Enrique
Bastante team
up for doubles
against LCC.

UTPA men's tennis
team defeats Laredo
Community College
By Matt Lynch

The Pan American

The UTPA men's tennis team
continued to ride a win-streak
by pounding Laredo
Community College 6-1
Tuesday.
The match began on an omi
nous note as the Broncs
dropped the doubles point, los
ing two of the three matches to
the third-ranked junior college
in the nation. Senior Enrique
Bastante and freshman Pierre
Cantu teamed up for the lone
Broncs' doubles win, beating
the LCC team of Juan Herrera
and Michael Zamaitala 8-4.
UTPA took control of the
match by blanking LCC in the
singles portion of the event.
Bastante, playing number one
singles, picked up his second
win of the day by beating Alen
Horvat 7-5, 6-4. Sophomore
Matt Gower also earned a win
at number two singles by beat
ing Luis Morris 6-4, 6-1.
Senior Juan Saiz continued his
strong play by beating Jose
Sanchez 6-2, 6-4 at number
three singles. Saiz won his last
five matches, and picked up his

team-leading 12th win against
LCC.
Junior Kareem Abdullah and
freshman Tom Mangelschots
also earned wins over their
LCC counterparts, while fresh
man Brandon Meiners emerged
victorious in the most exciting
match of the event.
Meiners took the first set 6-1
over Zamaitala at number five
singles, but dropped the second
set 5-7. After exchanging points
in the tie-breaker, Meiners
ended the match 10-8.
The Lady Broncs struggled
against the lOth-ranked LCC
women's team, losing 5-2.
Freshman Celine Merlini and
Erica Espinoza picked up the
only points for UTPA, both
winning singles matches.
Merlini defeated Christine
Suard 6-2, 7-5 at number one
singles, while Espinoza beat
Amanda Castro 8-3 at number
six singles.
Merlini increased her season
win total to a team-high 17 with
the victory.
Both junior Eve Nickelson
and freshman Alana Breen
nearly forced a third set in their
matches, losing 6-3, 7-5 at

number two singles and 6-4, 75 at the number four spot,
respectively.
Merlini went two for two at
the competition, pairing up with
teammate Nickelson for the
Lady Broncs' lone doubles win.
Nickelson and Merlini pounded
the team of Elizabeth Mateos
and Suard 8-1.
Freshman Jessica Brown and
sophomore Mireya Villarreal
nearly pulled off a win at num
ber two doubles, losing 9-8 to
the duo of Karla Hurtado and
Bethany Zaiglin.
With the resounding victory
over LCC, the Broncs ride a
four-match win streak into this
weekend's competition. The
streak began Feb. 27 with a
conference victory over
Louisiana-Monroe University.
The Broncs also improved their
record to an even 7-7 with the
win over LCC.
The Lady Broncs continue
action over the weekend
Sunday when they face
Northwestern State and
Louisiana-Monroe at
Beaumont. The Broncs head to
Corpus Christi for the HEB
Classic March 9-11.

-Matt Lynch/
The Pan American

Juan Saiz Picazo named
Player of the Week
Sports Information
UTPA's Juan Saiz was
named Southland Conference
men's tennis Player of the
Week for the week of Feb. 26
through March 4.
Saiz, a senior from
Albacete, Spain, went a com
bined 5-0 in singles and dou
bles last*week for the Broncs.
He helped lead the Broncs to
a perfect 3-0 mark last week,
including UTPA's first
Southland Conference victory
of the season, over LouisianaMonroe.
Saiz twice teamed with
Kareem Abdullah in doubles
and picked up wins both
times.
Both of their wins clinched
the doubles point for the
Broncs.
Their 8-6 win over Lars and
Morten Sogaard of the
University of the Incarnate

Word clinched the match vic
tory for the Broncs. Their
exciting 9-8 win over Fred
Blaise and Jaime Pombo gave
UTPA the doubles point.
Saiz won a tough 2-6, 6-3,
10-8 decision over UIW's
Johan Said, which tied the
match at 3-3 and helped lead
to the win in doubles.
He also downed ULM's
Adam Piskozyb 6-4, 6-4 in
UTPA's upset of the Indians
Tuesday.
In addition, he rolled past
Spencer Reed of St. Mary's
Sunday, 6-4, 6-1.
Saiz is the second Bronc to
earn Southland Conference
Player of the Week honors.
Brandon Meiners picked up
the honor two weeks ago for
UTPA.
The Broncs next take the
court on Friday through
Sunday in the H.E.B. Classic
in Corpus Christi.

